He raised his finger. ' Now, a word of advice.'
*I require no more advice.5
4A word of advice. Don't take up that sentimental
attitude over the poor. See that she doesn't, Margaret. The
poor are poor, and one's sorry for them, but there it is,
As civilization moves forward, the shoe is bound to pinch
in places, and it's absurd to pretend that anyone is respon-
sible personally. Neither you, nor I, nor my informant,
nor the man who informed him, nor the directors of the
Porphyrion, are to blame for this clerk's loss of salary. It's
just the shoe pinching - no one can help it; and it might
easily have been worse.'
Helen quivered with indignation.
6 By all means subscribe to charities - subscribe to them
largely - but don't get carried away by absurd schemes of
Social Reform. I see a good deal behind the scenes, and you
can take it from me that there is no Social Question -
except for a few journalists who try to get a living out of
the phrase. There are just rich and poor, as there always
have been and always will be. Point me out a time when
men have been equal -'
41 didn't say-'
* Point me out a time when desire for equality has made
them happier. No, no. You can't. There always have been
rich and poor. I'm no fatalist. Heaven forbid! But our
civilization is moulded by great impersonal forces' (his voice
grew complacent; it always did when he eliminated the
personal), eand there always will be rich and poor. You
can't deny it9 (and now it was a respectful voice) - *and
you can't deny that, in spite of all, the tendency of civiliza-
tion has on the whole been upward.'
* Owing to God, I suppose,' flashed Helen.
He stared at her.
*You grab the dollars. God does the rest.'
It was no good instructing the girl if she was going to talk
about God in that neurotic modern way. Fraternal to the
* last, he left her for the quieter company of Mrs Munt.
He thought, 'She rather reminds me of Dolly.'
Helen looked out at the sea.
179